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Celebration Story ....Anabaptism births new church in Cuba

May2009,Equipping #96
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story from Robert J. Suderman,

General Secretary of Mennonite Church Canada.
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Your Help is needed.........
The staff and board of Cares Counselling

are in need of $60,000.00 by June 30th or we
are faced with having to close our doors. 12-
15 churches in the Valley refer clients to N>J5 +=5J5 OM
Cares, and we currently have 130+ active
clients with 4-5 new intakes coming in each
day. To have to close our doors would be a
sad reality on so many levels.

1, 1 F5K+?E5+?JP4

Our one key plan is to find 200-300 individu-
als to commit to donating $25.00 or more to
Cares each month. This small amount given
by a large number of people each will go a
long way to help meet this need.

If you can come alongside Cares, please
contact Don Huston, Clinical Director - Ca-
res, 604-853-8916 ext 24

MEI Theatre, 4081 Clearbrook Road, Box Office -House of James:604-852-3701

Summer Drama Blast is an exciting and interactive drama program for kids and youth ages 6 —
18, running July 6 — 24, 2009. This camp-style program is designed with the whole person in mind
and endeavours to help the young budding artist establish strong foundations for a life-long enjoy-
ment of the arts in an environment that is supportive, encouraging and God honouring. Not only do
kids learn about drama, they also learn some important life-skills such as confidence and team-
work. There are camps for every age group and there are some great, topic-specific camps for
teens. Building on the success of last year, we've some great new things in the works for 2009:
New Stand-Up Comedy Camp with Leland Klassen

New Performance Intensive Camp for more experienced teens

New Age Groupings to allow for faster advancement

Reduced Early Bird Rates for Topic-Specific Camps

Boomin’ Shakespeare returns with Annette Reilly

More variety in our Snacks , including more nutritious options

Registration is now open for Summer Drama Blast 2009, and, if you register before June 20,

2009, you'll be able to take advantage of our “rece  ssion-buster” early bird rate.  If you have
more than one camper registering for Summer Drama Blast , you also save big.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us at 604-504-5940 or by
email at info@qallery7theatre.com




APRIL 30, MAY 1,2,7,8,9, 2009- 7pm

MAY 2,- 2pm-MEI Secondary Music and-
Drama Departments Present: Meredith
Willson’s “ The Music man” Tickets
available at MEI Secondary School
Office evening Performances $12.00
Matinee Performance $10.00

MAY 2, 2009- Women'’s Inspirational
Day! The women at First Mennonite
Church, Kelowna are very busy plan-
ning for our visit.

May 7", 2009 Communitas Supportive
Care is excited to announce their an-
nual Fundraising Dessert Evening,
which will take place at Bakerview MB
Church (2285 Clearbrook Road) in
Abbotsford at 7:00 pm. Come and en-
joy entertainment by the Nelson Bosch-
man Trio, scrumptious desserts, and
inspiration. Tickets ($15 each or $100
for a table of eight) are available at the
Communitas office (#103-2776
Bourquin Cres., Abbotsford), by phone
(604-850-6608), online at
www.CommunitasCare.com/store or at
the House of James in Abbotsford.

MAY 8, 2009-Abbotsford Christian Lead-

ers Network “Together Embracing one
Hope™-City Churches Worship Celebra-
tion @ Abbotsford Entertainment &
Sports Complex. 7pm Service- Spon-
sored by LMG productions, House of
James and BC Christian News

MAY 8 & 9, 2009 Smarter Families
Canada 2009 THE Event for Family
Ministry Training in CANADA: Marriage
Preparation-Marriage Enrichment-
Marriage Repair Presents...
"Home-Base" Pre-Marriage &

Early Marriage Mentoring With
Paddy & Carole Ducklow at Trinity
Western University. This workshop is
intended for church leaders, counsel-
lors/disciplers and those couples who
with to share a marriage ministry for
the security and satisfaction of marry-
ing couples. For more information
about Paddy and Carole Ducklow and
their work, please visit their website at
www.TheDucklows.ca Tor further in-
formation and downloadable registra-
tion forms, please visit
www.smaterfamiliescanada.ca. Ques-
tions? Please contact Susan Mattam at
susan.mattam@twu.ca Telephone: 604
-888-7511 (3830)

May 10, 2009 - “Life at the Edge” Gloria

Nafziger will share stories about refu-
gee living in camps in Palestine. Come
hear her at Emmanuel Mennonite
Church, 3471 Clearbrook Road Ab-
botsford. 9:30 Sunday School, 10:30
morning service. Sponsored by Men-
nonite Central Committee BC. For
more information contact Jennifer
Mpungu at 604-850-6639 or toll free 1
888 622 6337 or email refu-
gee@mccbc.com , also May 11—
7:00 - 8:30 in the banquet room at Em-
manuel Mennonite.

MAY 11, 2009-Signal Hill is hosting its

11th Annual Focus on Life™ Gala Din-
ner featuring a key note address by
extraordinary Canadian Preston Man-
ning. We encourage you to support this
life saving work. For more information
on this event and how you can support
the life-affirming work of Signal Hill,
please go to www.thesignalhill.com or
call 1-877-7SIGNAL

MAY 24, 2009-Mennonite Church British

Columbia joint worship service, 4pm at
Chandos Pattison Auditorium -10238
168 St., Surrey The service is free to
all who wish to attend, however meal
tickets will be required for the fellow-
ship meal following service. Cost $12
adults / $10 children 10 and under.
Register at the church office.

May 30, 2009- MCC World Relief Fair at

the Black Creek Association Commu-
nity Hall in Black Creek. Join us for a
day full of fun events — there’s some-
thing for everyone! For more informa-
tion visit mcc.org/bc/festivals or call
Jasmine at 337- 0037

JUNE 4-6, 2009-Sound in the Lands-

Conrad Grebel University College ,
University of Waterloo, Canada.
Explore Mennonite music across bor-
ders and boundaries at this festival
with multiple concerts, performances,
workshops, and an academic confer-
ence with papers and presentations
that address issues of Mennonite-
rooted peoples and their local and
global music making. Keynotes by Al-
ice Parker and Mary Oyer. For registra-
tion, accommodation, or logistics info:
Meg Bauman, infocguc@uwaterloo.ca
1-519-885-0220 x24264

for schedule and presenter info: Carol
Ann Weaver, caweaver@uwaterloo.ca
1-519-885-0220 x24245

JUNE 4-6, 2009--6th Symposium on In-

digenous Theology and Mission
“Indigenous Church: Expressions of
Community”. Sponsored by North
American Institute for Indigenous
Theological Studies, co-hosted by Trin-
ity Western Seminary. Bringing theolo-
gians, missiologists, anthropologists
and mission practitioners together with
pastors and leaders in Native Ministry,
for two and a half days of dialogue.
Keynote speakers to include; Brian
McLaren, Terry LeBlanc, Prabhu Singh
and Tom and Christine Sine.

Early Bird Registration before April 15
$190 / Registrations on and after April
16 $215 For further information please
email Anita Keith at naiits@shaw.ca or
call her at 204-261-5676 or cell 204-
299-6423

JUNE 7-9, 2009-Aboriginal Learning

Tour . Participants will learn from and
share with Aboriginal brothers and sis-
ters of the Saskatchewan River Valley.
Registration is via MC Canada

Assembly Registration form available
at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/695.
Register by April 15 $225/ person, in-
cludes meals, lodging and transporta-
tion. Contact Neill or Edith von Gunten,
Native Ministry office, MC Canada 204-
888-6781 or 1-866-888-6785
nativeministry@mennoitechurch.ca

JULY 11, 2009-Bethesda Christian Asso-

ciation is hosting its sixth annual Cy-
cling for Kids. The purpose for this
event is to raise funds in support of
children with disabilities and their fami-
lies. Participants can choose to cycle
the full fifty kilometers or a lesser dis-
tance. If you love cycling and would
like to join the Bethesda Team, contact
our Head Office at Bethesda for more
information and registration at:
604-850-6604.




Mennonite
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Canada
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Inspired by the Word: A phenomenal vocation

Part | of V

Mennonite Church Canada is a body of many parts. This series of five articles will explore how the Word of God
inspires us to become the people of God and how, as a body empowered by the Holy Spirit, we strive to transform
the world around us through various ministries. It begins with God’s invitation to us to become the church.

-Robert J. Suderman
That the vocation of the church is a “phenomenal vocation” is evident in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.

The very first thing you encounter wherever you look is this deep and profound vocation of being a people of God
that will demonstrate to the world what it means that God rules, God is King, God reigns, that God’s Kingdom and
authority are here... It is a phenomenal vocation because it is all-embracing-from the environment to justice, equal-
ity, honesty, and compassion.

To be relevant our society assumes that you have to leave the church behind and go to where the action “really” is,
like the military, the United Nations, governments, businesses, and even cultural super-heroes manufactured by
the sport and entertainment industries.

There is a trend, even by churches, to reduce the church’s agenda to areas of activity that are within their immedi-
ate grasp- such as prayer, worship, and caring for the needy within their congregational landscape. Essential as
these areas of service are, the church’s God-given agenda is much broader, and its potential impact is very wide.

The action really is wherever God’s people truly become God's people. According to the Biblical record, all the rest
is subsidiary -even governments- to the overriding vocation of the church.

As a youth, | heard about how difficult it was for biblical teaching to take root in countries like China and India,
while, apparently, it was much easier here in Canada. But he tables have turned. Missiologists have said that today
Canada and parts of Europe are the most difficult mission fields, where social and cultural contexts make it difficult
for people to really believe in what the gospel offers. Now we are living on the hardest ground.

But this should not discourage us. We need to imagine, be creative and really trust that the strategy and plan of
God has not changed- and that is for God’s people to be a faithful church.

A loss of confidence in our biblical vocation is the biggest challenge facing the church. Nobody else is raising this
agenda or has it as a priority. We're looking at how we form leaders and shape resources. We're trying to ensure
that our liturgy and hymns have a strong ecclesiology so that if these are the only theological exposure people
have, they will absorb some of the important sense of being the church.

The potential for churches ignited by the Word of God to transform the world is mind-boggling. What happens to a
church is the same as what happens to an individual Christian who becomes passionate about the potential of God
in his or her life. Everything is impacted.




The MCC Clothing Etc.Thrift Shop

(at the Plaza in Abbots-
ford) is seeking a manager. For more information on this
posting visit mcc.org/bc/serve/paid.html or contact Marie
Reimer at (604) 850 6639, toll free at 1 888 622 6337or email
hrdirector@mccbc.com

The MCC Employment & Community Development Depart-

ment has several staff openings including a Store Manager in
Abbotsford, and Employment Facilitators in Richmond, Van-
couver and Abbotsford. See the website at http://
mccecd.bc.ca/job-opportunities.htm for detailed job descrip-
tions.

MCC Local Service Opportunity ! MCC BC plans to begin opera-

tion of its guest house in Abbotsford on May 1, 2009. We are
looking for a live-in host or host couple who will live rent free
in a self contained separate ground floor one bedroom suite
and receive a monthly stipend. In return the host or host cou-
ple will market and manage the guest house on behalf of
MCC BC. For a complete job description visit mcc.org/bc/
serve/serviceworker or contact Ron VanWyk at 604 -850-
6639 or toll free at 1- 888-622-6337 or email rvan-

wyk@mccbc.com

Individualized Living Options (ILO) Manager

required for a
40hr/week position at the Communitas Supportive Care office
in Abbotsford. An ILO is a community based living situation
where a person who has a disability lives in a setting of his/
her choice.

This position provides oversight to the ILO Program and in-
volves developing and maintaining organizational systems to
ensure adequate monitoring, reporting, record keeping and
payment. Role also includes recruitment, care and man-
agement of contractors, families, and clients. College
level degree and/or equivalent training and experience are
required. Training and/or experience in counseling is pre-
ferred.

To apply, an application must be submitted online at
www.CommunitasCare.com. In addition, resumes can be
sent to hr@CtasCare.com. For further info or to obtain a
paper application, please contact Layne Bieber, HR Assistant
at 604.850.6608. ext. 338

Menno Place- Volunteers are needed at Menno Place (Home,

Hospital & Housing) 32945 Marshall Road, Abbotsford. -
Friendly Visitors, Recreation Program Assistants, Coffee &
Tea servers, Gardening, Computer Trainer, and so much
more. Please lend a helping hand and make a difference in
the lives of our elderly residents. Contact 604-859-7631 ext.
260

Do you have Summer Plans? Caring, enthusiastic volunteers are

needed to support campers in Bethesda’'s Summer Camps.
Volunteers 17 years of age and older help with the daily sup-
port needs of the campers as well as with crafts, food service,

outdoor and indoor games and activities, music and much
more. A qualified life guard is also needed for Camp Be-
thesda. (Abbotsford/Langley) Day Camps July 2-August 21
(Aldergrove) Kid's Quest 3-day Camp July 22-25 (Stillwood
Camp & Conference Center) Bethesda 5-day Camp August
17-22 If you are interested to help in this ministry area,
please call Family Support Services at 604-850-6604

Make a difference in the life of a child and As with many individuals and organiza-

consider an Mennonite Central Com-
mittee Global Family Sponsorship.
Just $25 a month can make the dream
of an education come true. Visit
mcc.org/globalfamily and learn more
today or contact the MCC BC office for
your free brochure: 604 850 6639 or 1
888 622 6337.

Join Mennonite Central Committee

(MCC) and respond to the Gaza crisis
by supporting relief efforts to suffering
families. For those who wish to explore
issues and learn more, we invite you to
visit mcc.org/bc and click on the Gaza
link or contact Wayne Bremner at the
MCC BC office at 604 850 6639 or toll
free at 1 888 622 6337

tions, Mennonite Central Committee
has been affected by difficult financial
times; donations are down. We are
making cuts across the board to pro-
grams and administration here at
home and internationally. For many,
the hopes and dreams of a better life
depend on the kindness and compas-
sion of people like you. Help Mennon-
ite Central Committee meet its commit-
ment to feed the hungry, comfort the
afflicted, send children to school, build
peaceful communities and respond to
natural disasters. For more information
visit mcc.org/donate or call our office
at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337.



Education and Enlightenment

New Resource: Pursuing Peace

In 2002 our Peace Ministries program produced a 40-
page yellow booklet called Pursuing Peace: The Es-
sence of Mennonite Central Committee. It was in-
tended to be a “primer” on Anabaptist-Mennonite
peace theology and practice for MCC workers, board
members and volunteers in Canada. We were sur-
prised when many MCCers outside Canada and all
kinds of other folks found it useful. One woman, who
discovered it at a MCC Relief Sale, wrote and said
that it had nudged her and her husband to seek out a
Mennonite church and make it their home.

The primer has been out of print for some time, but it
was recently revised and re-printed (this time it is
blue!). It includes short sections on 1) biblical founda-
tions, 2) Anabaptist-Mennonite history and theology, 3)
new interpretations and emphases, 4) examples of
MCC's evolving peace witness, 5) frequently asked
questions and answers . . . and more. Each section
includes questions for discussion and reflection.

TH242 PEACE & JUSTICE ISSUES

Wednesday evenings 6:30-9:15 PM, September 9 to December 9
at Columbia Bible College
Instructor: Gareth Brandt gareth.brandt@columbiabc.edu

This is a discussion based course that seeks to develop a relevant biblical theology of peace and justice by examin-
ing the peace teachings of the Bible and relevant literature in the context of contemporary situations of violence. It
will also examine how this theology relates to a number of contemporary issues such as global terrorism, environ-
ment, war, ethnic/race relations, gender relations, poverty, climate change, marriage & family, use of power, etc.

Text: Politics of Jesus by John Howard Yoder with additional readings
Cost: 3 credits $855, Audit $100

To register contact Erv Klassen at erwin.klassen@columbiabc.edu or 604-853-3567-337

RADICAL JOURNEY

Attention young adults: Are you interested in learning and serving the church in an international setting? Why not
consider Radical Journey, a new program offered through MC Canada in cooperation with Mennonite Mission Network
(MCUSA). Radical Journey is a one-year program that involves an orientation month, 10 months of international ser-
vice, and an integration month in the participants home congregation. 2009-2010 international sites include Paraguay,
South Africa and England. Check out the poster on the church bulletin board, look online at
www.mennonitechurch.ca/serve/rji.htm, or call 1-866-888-6785 and ask for the Human Resource office.




Mennonite Disaster Services (MDS) Update

URGENT NEEDS

May 3-May 30 - Skilled Crew Leader in
New Orleans, LA

May 19-May 30 - Cook in New Orleans,
LA

Call if you are able to serve for any
amount of time.

OTHER NEEDS

May 31-July 4 - Crew Leaders in Dul-
zura, CA

June 6-Aug 1 - Head Cook in Dulzura,
CA

Caretakers:

Diamond, LA: May 19-June 14 and July
25-October 3

Pass Christian MS: June 8-26 and Au-
gust 8-October 3

New Orleans, LA: June 1-October 3

Caretakers are volunteers who stay at
the project to answer the phones, clean
the MDS facilities, do small repairs, or-
ganize tools, and provide general main-
tenance so that the projects will be
ready to start up again when the volun-
teer groups return.

Youth Project Summer Leadership:

Diamond, LA: June 14-July 25 - Con-
struction.Supervisor

June 14-July 25 - Skilled
Crew Leaders

Pass Christian, MS:

June 28-Aug 8 - Project
Director

June 28-Aug 8 - Cooks

Call if you are available to serve for any
amount of time.

For information, call Sarah Yoder at
(800) 241-8111.

MDS Monitors Swine Flu Outbreak

As World health officials have declared a
public health emergency due to the re-
cent cases of swine flu, MDS is monitor-

ing the situation in Canada and the U.S.
As a pandemic would indeed be consid-
ered a disaster, MDS is working to de-
termine our response, as it would be in
partnership with local congregations and
Anabaptist communities reaching out to
those impacted. MDS is carefully evalu-
ating its potential response while con-
tinuing to be watchful. Mennonite
Church Canada has pandemic informa-
tion and resources for congregations on
their web-

site, churchpandemicresources.ca that
MC Canada and MDS have worked at
making available to constituents.

News from MDS Manitoba

Flood waters in Manitoba have begun to
recede, but at a very slow pace. Many
families and communities have been
“dike locked” for weeks. We are grateful
that we have not experienced heavy
rains to date. MDS Manitoba continues
to closely monitor the situation in order
to determine unmet needs for clean up
and repair.

DULZURA, CALIFORNIA
Disaster: 2008 Wildfires

The crew at house 4 was up early two
mornings in order to shingle before it got
too hot. With temperatures in the high
90’s, the shingles were too hot by 10:00
a.m. to continue, but they got the job
done.

DIAMOND, LOUISIANA
Disaster: 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes

It was amazing to see how God works
long in advance, before we even knew
what our needs would be this week and
brings just the right skills to a project.
We had a group of two women and six
men from Virginia, who were our framing
crew, working on Mr. Ron’s house. The
house saw lots of progress this week.
With the roof installed and tar papered,
the remainder of the sheeting added to
the side walls and the doors and win-
dows installed.

The Diamond Project will be closed until
June when the Summer Youth Program
starts.

NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA

Disaster: 2008 Hurricanes

We had a great turnout for the dedica-

tions of the three homes. There were
two television crews filming and inter-
viewing. The mayor, council members
and inspectors plus a large turnout of
neighbors, family and friends of the
homeowners made for a great day.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
Disaster: 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes

Ellenor Simmons from Crescent Alliance
Recovery Effort (CARE), New Orleans
Long-Term Recovery Committee shared
Friday evening supper and was our
speaker that evening. Ellenor is a key
organizer of the “Blitz” where multiple
faith-based organizations will join to-
gether under Church World Service to
rebuild several homes in the next few
weeks.

After sharing her personal Katrina story
she told us the reason that people want
to return to New Orleans is that this is
home--where extended families often
live together in a double shotgun (duplex
long house) with many relatives in the
same neighborhood plus friends that
stay together for multiple generations.
When everyone scattered to the different
areas, this was very hard for them, not
knowing where everyone was and if they
would ever get back together again. She
stressed that our work (MDS and other
volunteers), is very important. Building
one house in a neighborhood sparks
hope. When one family moves back,
then others find out. This gives them
hope and they begin to find ways to re-
turn.

PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI
Disaster: 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes

This project is closed and will re-open on
June 14.

Contributions may be sent to:

USA: 1018 Main Street, Akron, PA
17501 or

Can.: 6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg,
MB R3T 4J6

ONLINE: Donate

Telephone: (717) 859-2210 or (800) 241
-8111

Remember the variety of ways you can
give to MDS - volunteer your time, give
money through cash donations, planned
gifts, bequests and traded securities.
Call our office to learn more details.




PREPAREDNESS RESOURCES

In a potential crisis, it's easy to over-reassure, and easy to panic. Neither is productive. That's
why Mennonite Church Canada developed the web site www.churchpandemicresources.ca. Visit
the site and learn how to prepare for and minister to your members and your surrounding com-
munity in the event of a pandemic. Thanks to Mennonite Disaster Service for helping to sponsor

this project.




