The Core Values Sermon Series
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November 8, 2009
Jesus, Be the Centre:
Global' Perspective as a Core Value

Some of you may remember that it was at a Starfield concert
at Central Heights Church last year that the floor of the
church collapsed. Shortly after that happened, one of the
founding members of the band, Tim Neufeld, said that in their
music Starfield was trying to speak to what they saw as the
indifference of their generation to those who are lost and
poor, they were trying to talk about the blinding nature of
privilege in North America and the illusion of safety that it
gives us. And he said, NOTHING could have spoken louder
to those things than the floor falling out from under them even
while they were in the midst of worship at that concert. (ref:
Starfield blog) In an interview he said (ref:

canadianchristianity. com): 30,00
causes, like starvation--every day! We have to be shaken."

shaken out of our indifference to
a kind of global perspective that
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Over the | ast number of mont hs, as
as our centre, three core values seem to be emerging for us as a
congregation: anabaptism, community, and global perspective.

Last month | spoke on community, t
and in January | m also planning o
IS our core values sermon series not all in a row, but spread out

between now and the annual meeting in January.

| ended my sermon on community with this summary:




Community as a Core Value:

»> Community was and is a core value
for Jesus

» Building community takes time

» God’s community is a kingdom—not a
democracy

» God’s community means
transformation

- one of the very first things that J did in his own ministry was to call
people together to form a community

-Jesus di sciples Iived and | earned
early church in Jerusalem spent time in worship and prayer and
eating together every day

-it s not majority rules, it s not
al | get together and do God s thin
-everyone i s welcome in God s commu
s ame. By God s grace we are chang
people, to be the community that God is calling us to be.

That s a fine summary, but somehow
afterward. It seemed unfinished to me, as if something was

mi ssing. And | realized that comm

complete until we included community in the sense of the world
around us, because God has global perspective.




God has global perspective

l m not saying that God has A
be more than one. God has global perspective in the most
complete sense. Like we might say you have a point of view and |
have a point of view, we might all have different points of view, but
God has view. God has it all. Right from the beginning of the Bible
in the book of Genesis, God creates the world and everything in it,
and all the universe around it. In the very last book of the Bible, in
Revelation, there is a vision of a new heaven and a new earth. So
from beginning to end and in between, God has global perspective.




Genesis 12:2-3

| will make of you a great nation, and
| will bless you, and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. .

.. and in you all the peoples of the
earth shall be blessed.

Abraham was not chosen so that God could give him a personal
blessing, he was not chosen to be a blessing only to his family, he
was not chosen to be a blessing only to the Jewish people. He was
chosen to be a blessing so that ALL the peoples of the earth shall

be bl essed. That s God s gl obal
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Now in the Bible, the world is sometimes used as a symbol for
everything that is in opposition t
| ove the worl d. Romans 12:2 says

world. But here the world is used in a more general sense to mean
the whole created order.




