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This fall and throughout the coming year, our worship theme is 

Jesus be the centre.  There are many churches that might say the 

same thing, but different churches understand that and live that out 

in different ways.   For one church, Jesus is the centre in his 

compassion for the poor, so their reason for being as a church 

becomes all about working with homeless people.  That s a core 

value for that church.  Another church might focus on Jesus  

miracles, so their core value might be healing and other miraculous 

signs.  Another church might focus on Jesus bringing forgiveness 

from sin, so their core value is evangelism.  

So we might also ask ourselves, with Jesus as our centre, what 

does that mean for our core values as a church?
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Over the last weeks and months, as we ve been working again at 

our visioning and re-visioning, there are three core values that 

seem to be emerging for us:  Anabaptism, Community, and Global 

Perspective.

These are not set in stone by any means, but they at least give us 

a place to start.  So between now and our annual meeting in 

January, we ll take one Sunday for each of these.  What does each 

one really mean?  Can we say it in plain language so that anyone 

not already familiar with the church might be able to understand?  

Are they really core values for us as a church, or is there something 

else that s even more important that we d like to demote one or 

more of these three things and put something else in its place?  

These are questions for us to think about, even as we begin today 

with Community as a Core Value. 
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A couple of weeks ago, I heard an interview with Douglas 
Todd who is the religion writer for the Vancouver Sun.  He 
said that surveys across Canada show that people in BC are 
the most individualistic of all Canadians.  We are the most 
go-ahead-and-make-it-on-your-own province.  We look out for 
#1.  Whether it s part of the frontier mentality of BC s history, 
or the mountains in our geography that cut us off from the 
rest of Canada, or influence coming up from California, our 
prevailing attitude seems to be live and let live to the extent 
that I leave you alone to do your thing, and you leave me 
alone to do my thing. It s independence almost to the point of 
indifference toward other people.   

In contrast, Jesus was all about community--not you do your 
thing and I do my thing, but together we are called to do 
God s thingloving God and loving one another in 
community.  Community was and is a core value for Jesus.  
In fact, one of the very first things that Jesus did in his earthly 
ministry was to establish community.
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Scripture Reading.
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Scripture Reading.

Jesus created community wherever he went walking along 

the sea of Galilee; having dinner in Levi s house; when the 

crowds followed him, he had them sit down in groups to eat 

together; after his resurrection, he had breakfast with his 

disciples.  And after his ascension into heaven, his followers 

continued to create communities wherever they went.  Today 

we call them churches, but they were really examples of 

community. 
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For Jesus and for the whole of the NT, the church is not a 

building, it s not a bureaucracy, it s not a business--it s a 

community of people who are called together.


